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President—Patricia Everitt, General Technical 
Services 

1st Vice-President—Patty Barron, VT Group 

2nd-Vice-President—Marie Arighi, Von 
Braun Center 

Secretary—Sherry Hilley, Redstone Test 
Center, US Army 

Treasurer—Convonta Stone, Residence Inn 
by Marriott 

Directors 

Government Planner- Debora Nielson, 
NASA-AL Space Grant Consortium 

Supplier—Leslie Walker, Holiday Inn 
Research Park 

Supplier—Mary Guice, Holiday Inn Express & 
Suites 

Supplier—Nansi Clark, Holiday Inn 
Downtown 

Supplier—Jo Seay, Huntsville/Madison County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Thought for the Quarter 

“When I woke up this morning lying in bed, I asked myself, 

“What are some of the secrets of success in life?”   I found the 

answer right there, in my very room. 

The fan said….Be Cool!                                                                          

The roof said….Aim High!                                                               

The window said….See the World!                                                        

The clock said….Every Minute is Precious!                                               

The mirror said….Reflect Before you Act!                                        

The calendar said….Be up to Date!                                             

The door said….Push Hard for your Goals! 

~ Author Unknown 
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Upcoming Events—

Mark Your Calendars 

• February 23, 2010            

Host: Space Science Solutions 
at the                                 

Holiday Inn Research Park.                               
11:30 am — Networking         

Noon—Program                        
Speaker:  Jeff Irons 

• March 23, 2010                                          

Host: The Westin Huntsville                                   
11:30 pm—Networking                   

Noon—Program                  
Tradeshow  & Conference 
Etiquette (CEU Program) 

• April 27, 2010                 

Host:  QinetiQ               
11:30 am—Networking 

Noon—Program             
Protocol Primer for Meeting 

Primers                        
(Bring Your Boss Day) 

Patricia "Patty" Barron, 

VT Group, has been 

awarded one of the 

nineteen Rance R. 

Willis Planner Devel-

opment Scholarships 

to attend the May 2010 

National Education 

Conference in Kansas 
City, MO.  This was 

announced on January 

15, 2010 at the Joint 

Leadership Meeting in 

Atlanta.  Nineteen 

members from twelve 

chapters received this 

scholarship.  Four of 

the winners are from 

Region 2. 

Patty currently serves 

as the 1st Vice-

President for the 

Rocket City Alabama 

Chapter.  She also 

served on the steering 

committee to help   

charter a chapter of  

SGMP in Alabama.   

Patty is the meeting 

planner for the Cargo 

Helicopters Users’ 

Conference.  She is the 

Program Chair for Ex-

ecutive Women Inter-

national  (EWI), a local 

civic organization.      

 She is also on the plan-

ning committee for the 

Executive Women of 

Tomorrow Conference 

(EWTC).   

   

 

Patty Barron wins Scholarship 

Winter 2010 

 

MISSION 

STATEMENT 

 

THE SOCIETY OF 
GOVERNMENT MEETING 

PROFESSIONALS, INC. (SGMP) 
IS A NATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION DEDICATED 
TO IMPROVING THE 

KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTISE 
OF INDIVIDUALS IN THE 

PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT 
OF  MEETINGS THROUGH 

EDUCATION AND INDUSTRY 
RELATIONS .   

Pictured:  Carolyn Barrett, CHSP, CHSC—2nd 

Vice-President of the National Board and Patty 

Barron of VT Group— 1st Vice-President of 

Rocket City Alabama Chapter at the SGMP Joint 

Leadership Conference in Atlanta, GA 

Patty stated that she was 

very honored to have re-

ceived the scholarship and 

looks forward to the        

National Conference in 

May.  



ning off, we hosted our chapter’s inaugural 
silent fundraising auction.  Leslie Walker, 
the chapter’s 
fundraising 
chair, did an 
excellent job at 
securing do-
nors, setting up 
the tables and 
managing the 
entire process. 
We were able 
to raise a magi-
cal $1,195.        
 

We appreciate everyone’s generosity.  
The money will be used to provide Educa-

tional Scholarships to attend 
the SGMP National Confer-
ence and to support our 
charitable efforts. 
 
 
 The Silent Auction raised 

$1,195.00 for the Rocket City 

Alabama Chapter of SGMP. 

Our October, “State of the Chapter” 
monthly meeting was hosted by the 
Huntsville Marriott Hotel on the 27th.  
Due to the infancy of our newly-
chartered Chapter, we decided to forgo 
the previously planned awards banquet 
and focus on the goals of the Chapter, 
membership and the benefits of joining.  
Also discussed was what the CGMP 
designation stands for and the first is-
sue of the “Rocket Blast” Newsletter 
was revealed.  Thanks to Marie Arighi 
for chairing the newsletter committee 
and for pulling everything together in a 
professional manner!  To top the eve-

Happy New Year to RCAC Members! 

  A new year always evokes reflec-

tion on the past year as well as hopes and 

resolutions for the year to come.  RCAC 

Members should take great pride in their 

outstanding accomplishments for 2009. 

 We became an officially char-

tered SGMP Chapter in April 

2009 with the National Board 

members attending our inaugu-

ration ceremonies.  Thanks to 

our hard-working members, we 

achieved our Charter status in a 

record three months – the fast-

est Chapter ever chartered by 

SGMP! 

 We were also recog-

nized and congratulated at the 

May 2009 National Education 

Conference in Louisville, Ken-

tucky as the newest Chapter of SGMP.    

 We hosted a very successful October 

silent auction and December bake sale that 

helped raise much-needed funds for our chap-

ter. 

 Though we had a great start in 2009, 

there is much work to be done in 2010.  Re-

solve to make this your SGMP 

chapter in the coming year.  Get 

involved with one of the many 

committees we need help with 

such as Hospitality, Newsletter, 

Fundraising, and Awards Banquet 

Committees.  A new committee 

that warrants our immediate at-

tention is the Chapter’s charity 

committee that assists in working 

with Natasha McCrary and 

“Children First.”  Children 

First’s mission is to work 

with hungry and disadvantaged elementary 

school-age children within the community.   

Thank you for your continued sup-

port this year.  My hope for the coming year is 

that each of you finds your place within our 

Chapter to work and help make ours the fast-

est growing SGMP Chapter.  Please let us know 

how we can make the Rocket City Alabama 

Chapter of SGMP serve you and the community 

better in 2010. 

Sincerely,

 
Patricia L. Everitt, CGMP                

President, SGMP Rocket City Alabama Chapter 

Patricia.L.Everitt@us.army.mil 

Jamie Jones, Huntsville Marriott, Marie Arighi, 2nd Vice-
President and Brandy VanMeter, Huntsville Marriott. 

October—State of the Chapter Meeting 

The President’s Corner 

 
          

Chapter President, Patricia Everitt and 1st Vice President, 

Patty Barron at the Marriott Hotel 

A good 

time was 

had by    

everyone! 



The Chapter’s November 17th 
monthly meeting took place at 
the Huntsville/Madison County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
(HMCCVB) in historic downtown 
Huntsville.  Staff members high-
lighted how the CVB can assist 
meeting planners from site selec-
tion through completion of con-
vention or meeting saving time 
and resources every step of the 
way.  The Huntsville CVB can 
assist in a customized 
proposal to host includ-
ing proposals from 
lodging and meeting 
space providers; pro-
vide video or photos to 
be used in the promo-
tion of the venue; pro-
vide complimentary 

registration assistance based on the 
number of sleeping rooms used; assist 
in the creation and distribution of me-
dia releases; obtain letters of welcome 
from various local and state officials; 
provide collateral materials including 
brochures, maps and bags to promote 
the meeting; create custom welcome 
signage or standard welcome banners 
and provide maps, brochures name 
badges and discount coupons for at-
tendees use during the meeting or con-

vention. 
  Thanks to 
CVB President 
and CEO Judy 
Ryals, Jo Seay 
and the entire 
staff at the 
CVB! 

Chapter Members, Mary Guice and Sherry Hilley, 
Secretary, contemplate on what delicious baked 
goods to bid on. 

December— Holiday Celebration 

November—How to do Business With the CVB 

had several tasty donations and were 
able to showcase the members and 
companies commitments to commu-
nity service, thus positively impact-
ing the lives of others.  Members 
were also treated to the progression 
of the renovations of the Von Braun 
Center by Marie Arighi. 

 Our December monthly meeting on the 
15th was the chapter’s 
“Holiday Celebration Event” 
which was hosted by the 
Von Braun Center.  We held 
our first “Bake Sale” fund-
raising effort which is a new 
take on the old-fashioned 
bake sale which displayed 
the area’s best amateur and 
professional baker’s work in 
a silent auction format.  We 

CVB CEO/President, Judy Ryals, talking to the 

membership over lunch. 

CVB Staff Member, Van Brown, handing out materials on 
how the CVB can work for you as a meeting planner. 
 

Our Chapter’s 2nd VP, Marie Arighi, showing off the    
renderings of the “future” VBC. 

Festive Display provided by member 
Jonathan McKinney.  Created by the 
Chef of the Marriott  Shoals.   

Leslie Walker and Convonta Stone 

helping the members collect their wins 

from the bake sale. 



 

 

SGMP National Membership Drive 
 

The contest will run from November 15, 2009, through March 

15, 2010. The goal is to recruit  new planner members. Prizes will 

be awarded to the top three individual recruiters; in addition, there 

will be another chapter- based  prize program. See details below. 

 

Awards will be handed out based on the top individual recruiter from each                            

of the three chapter levels as of October 1, 2009. There will be one member from 

the level one chapters (150+ members), one from the level two chapters (56- 149), 

and one from the level three chapters (55 or less).  

 

Each winner will be awarded complimentary registration, hotel and 

airfare to the 2010 SGMP National   Education Conference.  

 

If the winner is a supplier member, the registration will be based on the non-

exhibiting supplier rate. In addition, a prize of a complimentary registration for 

a CGMP class during the 2010 fiscal year will be awarded to the chapter in each 

level (1, 2 & 3) that recruits the most new planner members during the contest. 

The chapter may designate the individual recipient of that prize.  

 

All applications must have the name of the recruiting member next to the word 

“CONTEST” written onto the white space of the application when it is received. 

No names will be added to applications as the recruiter once that application has 

been received at headquarters. All applications must have a valid form of pay-

ment and adhere to all membership guidelines. Contest contestants may not be 

chapter membership chairs. Contest applications may not be for supplier or   

educator/student members.  

 

Applications must be submitted to SGMP headquarters between November 15, 

2009, and March 15, 2010. Any new (not a rejoining member) planner member 

application received at headquarters by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time    on 

March 15, 2010, will be counted toward the prizes.                     

 

Find us on 

Facebook 

National                  
Education                      

Conference & Expo                 

Kansas City, MO                                 
May 19-22, 2010                                                        

Registration is Open!!!  
www.sgmp.org                   

Website is Live!!!! 

www.rocketcity-alabamachapter.org 

To submit an article for the newsletter please contact                           
Marie Arighi, CHSP, CMP, 2nd Vice-President at               
256-551-2379 or marighi@vonbrauncenter.com 

 

Fundraising Efforts 

 

Fundraising efforts, like everything else the Rocket City Chapter of 

SGMP does, have taken off with amazing speed and success. Our first major 

fundraising event was held at our Chapter Dinner on October 27th. Due to amaz-

ing contributions from our Supplier Partners as well as hearty bidding by all of 

those in attendance, we were able to raise over $1,100. And, we managed to add 

to that terrific start by appealing to everyone’s busy holiday schedule along with 

their sweet tooth at the December “Bake Sale”. The Rocket City Chapter decided 

to put a new spin on an old favorite and enlist Huntsville’s local bakers as well 

as uncover the hidden talents of some of our members. We auctioned off cakes, 

cookies and a variety of amazing confections benefiting both our Chapter and the 

lucky winners. There is much on the agenda for the coming year in the fundrais-

ing department including working the February 16th concession stand at the 

Huntsville Havoc game.  Thank you so much for your support 

thus far and keep up the good work to make the SGMP – 

Rocket City Chapter all that it can be.                                                                                      

For information about becoming a member of the                     

Fundraising Committee please contact                                                          

Leslie Walker at (256)830-0600. 

 

On behalf of Children First, I would 
like to express my deepest gratitude to 

the Society of Government Meeting 

Professionals.  Your Chapter’s partner-

ship will provide essential support 

needed to successfully run the Children First program.                                                                    

Within the last year Children First has not only given 
extra educational support to many children in the Hunts-

ville community but also provided over 1800 weekend 

food packs to children who would otherwise go hungry.                                                   

Our primary goal is to end childhood hunger and the 
educational disparity that exists among underprivileged 

children in Huntsville.  Without your Chapter’s support 

as well as our many dedicated volunteers who work with 

students in the classroom each week, donate food items, 

pack and deliver weekend food packs, and give monetary 

donations this goal would not be attainable.                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Over the last year I have truly seen that “together” we 
can change lives for the better!     

                                                                                      

Blessings,                                                                               

Natasha McCrary                                                                        

Director, Children First               

www.childrenfirsthuntsville.com 


